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tent, of the wages which the applicant had received each
and every 'month since the founding of the association. In
many cases this amounted to three or four hundred dollars.
Still, the association would not entertain the application
until the money was present. Even then a single adverse
vote killed the application. Every member had to vote yes
or no in person and before witnesses; so it took weeks to
decide a candidacy, because many pilots were so long ab-
sent on voyages. However, the repentant sinners scraped
their savings together, and one by one, by our tedious vot-
ing process, they were added to the fold. A time came, at
last, when only about ten remained outside. They said they
would starve before they would apply. They remained idle
a long while, because of course nobody could venture to em-
ploy them.

By and by the association published the fact that upon
a certain date the wages would be raised to five hundred
dollars a month. All the branch associations had grown
strong -now, and the Red River one had advanced wages
to seven hundred dollars a month. Reluctantly the ten out-
siders yielded, in view of these things, and made applica-
tion. There was another new by-law, by this time, which
required them to pay dues not only on all the wages they
had received since the association was born, but also on
what they would have recevied if they had continued at
work up to the time of their application, instead of going
off to pout in idleness. It turned out to be a difficult matter
to elect them, but it was accomplished at last. The most
virulent sinner of this batch had stayed out and allowed
"dues" to accumulate against him so long that he had to
send in six hundred and twenty-five dollars with his appli-
jation.

N. The association had a good bank-account now and was
very strong. There was no longer an outsider. A by-law